


Bounder is brav�
There is a funny thing to know about bravery… You can’t be brave unless you can also

be scared. After all, if you’re not afraid to do something, you don’t have to muster up any

courage in order to do it. Another tidbit: everybody is scared of something at some point.

What kinds of things make you wobble at the knees a bit? I am scared of speaking in

front of people, being around snakes, and things that go bump in the night, just to name a

few. I think a certain amount of fear can be healthy; for instance, I believe it’s biologically

programmed in us to recognize a snake as potentially dangerous. However, my fear

approached phobia, which made it problematic. So what did I do? I started visiting a

serpentarium (think aquarium for snakes) with my son. I didn’t want him to grow up feeling

afraid of them too, so we spent time around them, he learned how to handle them, and we

researched which were native and venomous and how to be snake-wise. I am now actually

really good at identifying snakes and have gained a ton of knowledge, which has empowered

me to be able to live alongside them peacefully - even if I have no plans to ever hold one!

There are plenty of ways to overcome or manage fears, such as through information,

guidance, and experiences. Sometimes easing into a situation helps, while other times just

jumping straight in, like you might do when you go swimming, is the best solution. Which sorts

of methods do you think would help you face down one (or more!) of your fears?

FEAR METHOD

______________________________          ______________________________

______________________________          ______________________________

______________________________          ______________________________

I WANT TO SHOW MY BRAVERY BY…

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________





Bounder is o�ervan�
Tennyson might be the mouse who dedicates himself to the gathering of knowledge,

Nibble might be the most intuitive one, and Columbus might be naturally clever, but Bounder

has his own brand of intelligence through his powers of observation. He absorbs the words,

actions, and elements around him and makes connections that allow him to be extremely

insightful. If you were suddenly transported somewhere unknown, how could you figure out

your location? You could do some research, track down a map, take a guess - or, if you’re

Bounder, you could start by looking around right where you are. What do you see? Are there

plants, animals, or certain landscape features? How’s the weather? Are there people around?

Is there anything about their dress or speech that might clue you in?

This is how Bounder operates: he takes the here-and-now as it comes and evaluates

what he sees, hears, and feels. Try putting your own powers of observation to use with one of

the following activities.

● Go on a hike or nature outing and try making 10 observations across at least five

of these categories:

✧ Insect ✧ Insect activity ✧ Animal ✧ Animal signs (tracks, fur, etc)

✧ Animal interactions ✧ Seasonal changes ✧ Decomposers ✧ Habitat

health ✧ Homes (nest, burrow, etc) ✧ Weather ✧ Biodiversity ✧ Sounds

● Sit in one area long enough to be able to watch the wildlife interact and go about

their daily routines (birds, squirrels, and bugs are great for this!) After a while,

can you start to spot certain personalities or key in on what they’re saying to

one another? Write a story, draw a picture, or create a “dictionary” based on

your observations.

● Turn your keen eye on people. When you’re out and about, watch the people

around you. Look for body language, expressions, tone of voice, and even

clothing. Can you start to piece together a story for their day?





Bounder is resource��
Bounder has a self-sufficiency unlike the other mice. He’s got a mixture of capability

and stubbornness that can get him from point A to point B with enough elbow grease. In Nye
in March, Bounder befriends Humphrey, a carpenter bee. Bees of all descriptions make for

excellent pollinators, and Bounder would certainly want to have flowers available for his

friend. He might not be able to run off to the store, but he could certainly turn something

around Little Green Hill into a perfect garden patch.

Try making this easy milk jug planter, or design a planter - or anything else! - with

found materials you can upcycle and give a second life to.

MILK JUG PLANTER

Materials:

1 gallon (4 liter) plastic milk jug

1 utility knife

Paint or other craft supplies

rocks/sand

dirt

seeds/cuttings/plants

Directions:

Use the knife (with an adult) to cut out

a section of the milk jug; start between

the handle and neck, then cut down and

around the front of the jug and back up to the

top where you began. Wash out the inside.

Decorate the exterior of your jug with any craft

supplies that will hold up outside. Cover the bottom with a layer of rocks/sand, then fill most

of the way with dirt. Add seeds/plant and water until damp. Place outdoors in a sunny spot.



Bounder is outspoke�
If one thing can be said about Bounder, well… He’ll be sure to say it himself! He has no

problem voicing his opinion on a matter, especially if it is an important one.

While we don’t need to shout our every opinion from the rooftop, there are times and

places in which it is important to make our voices heard. Activism is just that - speaking up

and letting others know about an important topic or cause. When you are trying to get a clear

message across, there are a few things to have in your back pocket first, such as:

● Know your issue. Be sure you understand your subject inside and out. That way,

if someone has questions, you’ll have answers, rather than simply a rehearsed

speech.

● Know your opposition. Issues are rarely black and white - there tends to be a

lot of gray area, with room for cooperation, compromise, and respect. Be sure

you understand multiple viewpoints so you can help bridge the gap.

● Know your audience. Who are you speaking to? You’ll likely need a different

approach depending on various factors, such as their age, whether they agree

with you, and their profession or role within the community.

● Know your strengths. Are you a gifted writer? Do you catch people’s attention

when you speak? Are you artistically inclined? Think about the skill set you can

best apply to make the biggest impact.

So, what issues matter to you? Are they local, national, or global? How can you spread

the word? Perhaps you could attend a local town hall meeting, write a letter to the editor,

petition your representatives, throw a fundraiser, create a poster, or…?

ISSUE IDEA

______________________________          ______________________________

______________________________          ______________________________

______________________________          ______________________________





Bounder is gam�
Bounder is down for just about anything that anyone wants to do - at least as long as

he doesn’t think Tennyson’s trying to boss him around! He is the first out the door whenever

Columbus wants to explore, but he is also happy to flip pages while the mice all share a story.

If you have a challenge, you can bet he’ll be the one to take you up on it.

Here’s a few challenges that you might want to share with some friends:

● Use the cards on the top half of the following page (make as many copies as you

need, or even make your own version!) to create clues for a treasure hunt.

● Use the checklists on the bottom half to organize a scavenger hunt.

● Use a variety of materials around your home to design an obstacle course.

Have fun!
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Bounder is bol�
Bounder burns brightly, much like the summer sun. But why exactly is the sun so strong

then, anyway? It is all related to the tilt of the earth and its orbit around the sun.

Do you live in the northern or southern hemisphere? Are you close to or far from the

equator (the imaginary line running horizontally around the middle of the earth that marks

the division between the hemispheres)? Are your summers long and hot or short and

moderate? How many true seasons do you really have? Which is your favorite? And what do

you most like or dislike about summer where you are?

Use the following page to show what your local summer is like and what you are up to at

that time of year. Think about what sorts of plants and animals are around then as well, and

any other important characteristics that you want to incorporate.





Bounder is himself
A spirit animal is a fun thing to think about. What creature embodies characteristics

we hold dear about ourselves? Well, for Bounder, it would be… a mouse. Yep, he is who he is

who he is - and that’s a mouse, take it or leave it. Here are a few facts about:

Peromyscu� maniculatu�
(Eastern Deer Mouse)

Life span: up to 8 years in Peromyscus = booted mouse

captivity, but in the wild usually maniculatus = little hands

around 1 year.

Diet: omnivorous and changes Other Facts:
with the season. Includes

seeds, fungi, flowers,                                                                          - an adept climber.

fruit  and insects.

- amazing homing instinct;

Habitat: varied and wide-ranging, they have been known

from desert to alpine forest.                                                                to travel over a mile

and cross a river in

Range: found throughout order to return to

North America.                                                                                      their home territory.

Approximately life-size

Predators: plenty! Snakes, - give birth to 1-9 pups

skunks, coyotes, bobcats, owls,                                                             and can have multiple

foxes, weasels, and more.                                                                     litters in a year. Pups

are born blind, without

Ecological Role: planter. They are fur, and helpless, yet can

excellent at dispersing seeds and spores.                                            be fully independent of

They are also an important food source                                              their mother within a

for many carnivores.                                                                            month.

Categories: mammal, rodent, - closely related to the

mainly nocturnal.                                                                                  White-footed mouse.



What about yo�?
What adjectives best describe you? What would your spirit animal be?



What is Bounder’s stor�?
We are the products of both nature and nurture. Our genes help us take shape, and

then we are molded by our environment and the people within it. What kinds of adjectives did

you just use to describe yourself in the last activity? Where did you develop those? Are

some a part of the personality you were born with? Are some of them ones you have worked

to develop? Are some a mix of the two?

How do you think Bounder came to be the mouse he is today? What is his history? Try

writing, illustrating, or in some other way depicting where you think Bounder came from and

how he got to be the scrappy, bold member of the mouse quartet on Little Green Hill.





Design your Bounder Badg�
You have earned it for sure! Take a moment to think how to sum up your thoughts and

represent your experiences from working on these activities. Bounder’s motto is undoubtedly

“B� tru� t� yo�.”
What does this mean to you? What do you want your motto to be? Finish off the

design for Bounder’s badge with your own personal touches so that you can be true to you!

Tip: After you finish it, try scanning it, resizing it, and then printing it off on sticker

paper or on regular paper and then laminating it to really make your badge come to life!


